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Happy Tails Books™ (HTB) uses the power of storytelling to effect positive 
changes in the lives of animals in need. The joy, hope, and (occasional) chaos 
these stories describe will make you laugh and cry as you go on a journey 
with these authors who are guardians and/or fosters of adopted dogs. 
“Reading for Rescue” with HTB not only brings further awareness to rescue 
efforts and breed characteristics, but each sale also results in a financial 
contribution to dog rescue efforts. 
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Happy Tails Books appreciates all of the contributors and rescue 
groups whose thought-provoking stories make this book come to life. 
We’d like to send a special thanks to:   

A Rotta Love Plus 
http://arottalove.org/ 

Bark Ark 
http://www.barkark.org/ 

Country Kennel Bully Rescue                             
http://www.countrykennelbullyrescue.com/ 

For the Love of Pits 
http://www.fortheloveofpits.org/ 

Fugee’s Rescue  
http://www.fugeesrescue.org/ 

Hot Water Rescue New England                          
http://www.hotwaterrescue.com/ 

It’s the Pits 
 http://www.itsthepits.org/ 

Linda Blair WorldHeart Foundation 
http://www.lindablairworldheart.com/ 

New Hope Pit Bull Rescue 
http://www.nhpbr.org/ 

Pit Prints 
http://www.pitprintsrescue.com/ 

Rugaz Rescue 
http://www.rugazrescue.com/ 

The Buster Foundation 
http://www.thebusterfoundation.rescuegroups.org/ 

Want more info about the dogs, authors, and rescues featured in this book?  
http://happytailsbooks.com 
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Hit or Miss 
 

 
It was one of those random nights when class got out 

early. It doesn't happen often in graduate school so I took 

advantage of the opportunity and headed home for some much-

needed rest. Driving down the back roads, I see a dog up ahead 

to the left in the median. My heart skips a beat as the dog steps 

out into the three lanes of traffic and starts crossing the busy 

street. There's no way he's going to make it.  

It happened in a flash - dog, traffic, slamming on my 

brakes, tires screeching, dog in front of my car, tears streaming 

down my face. Did I hit him? I think I hit him. I jump out of my 
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car and look. He's not here. He's running down the street. I 

jump back into my car and follow him, but he crosses back over 

the six lanes of traffic. I quickly u-turn. He runs into a yard and, 

slamming my car into park, I run as it rocks to a stop. I follow 

him through several yards, finally catching up to him. He's a 

fairly large dog, scarred, dirty, and rough around the edges - a 

Pit Bull - maybe used as a bait dog. I approach slowly and 

quietly, whispering that everything is going to be okay. He 

meets me halfway - head down, tail between his legs.  

A woman comes out of the house and asks if it's my dog. 

I tell her no, but I think I may have hit him with my car and 

need to be sure he’s unhurt. I don't know much Spanish but I 

certainly understand when she says, "Loco." I move closer and 

let him sniff me, reaching my hand out to pet his sides. He 

doesn't appear hurt, but I can't be too sure. The woman’s 

neighbor directs me to the South LA Shelter. 

The people at the shelter said they would take him in, 

send him to a vet, and once healthy, bring him back to the 

shelter. But if no one comes for him within seven days, he 

becomes at risk for euthanasia. I put my name put down as a 

contact; the sweet dog didn't die in front of my car, so there 

was no way I was going to let him die in the shelter.  
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I was so nervous to leave him, especially after the 

employee made some comment about not liking Pit Bulls and 

required me take him out of my car and put him in the 

transport vehicle myself. He was such a good boy though 

obviously scared, and my eyes welled with tears again as I 

loaded him up.  

I called the vet he was sent to about an hour after I 

returned home. The vet reassured me that the dog had only 

sustained minor injuries from the accident but was running a 

fever and severely dehydrated, likely from roaming the streets 

for days.  

The dog returned to the shelter the following day and 

was put into a run with two other dogs. A fight subsequently 

broke out and the dog was yet again injured - now with torn 

ears and wounds on his back. He would be placed alone and, 

while they couldn't determine who started the fight, “my” dog 

was deemed aggressive.  

I visited him nearly every other day, each day checking 

to see if his owners (if he had any) had come to claim him. 

Nothing. Seven days went by and they told me he would be 

euthanized. I was absolutely beside myself and asked for a bit 

more time while I tried to figure something out. I couldn't bring 
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him home (my roommate wanted no part of it), and I was 

turned down time after time by rescue groups: they were full; 

they didn't take Pit Bulls; they didn't take injured dogs; they 

didn't take dogs from private parties. Some didn't respond at 

all. It seemed like hundreds of phone calls and emails before I 

finally connected with a wonderful woman named Ranelle, who 

seemed to know everything and anything about the process of 

rescuing a dog from the LA shelter system. She gave me great 

guidance and said if I could pull the dog and board him, I could 

show him at the adoption events she held. She hooked me up 

with a boarding facility that gave discounts to rescues…and the 

adventure began.  

I pulled Dodger, who I named after his veterinarian visit 

near Dodger stadium, and took him to Bark Avenue for 

boarding until I could find him a home. Despite a rescue 

discount, it was still pretty pricey for a girl who was working 

full-time and putting herself through graduate school, so I 

started fundraising to help offset the cost. I was amazed at all 

the wonderful people who helped me out. Dodger cleaned up 

quickly after his first bath at Bark Avenue, and I got him toys, a 

collar, and a soft bed (which he promptly ate, along with the 

walls, during his first night at Bark - sorry guys!).  
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Despite his mishap, he was an amazing dog, and 

everyone quickly fell in love with the big knucklehead. I went 

down to Bark several times a week to walk him, snuggle with 

him, and convince him I'd find him his forever home. He was 

antsy around other dogs, and I wasn't sure if he would be 

aggressive or not, so we enrolled in the free Pit Bull training 

that was offered by Tia of Villalobos at the South LA Shelter. We 

went every weekend we didn't have an adoption event, and 

Dodger grew less and less anxious.  

Dodger and I had many adventures and mishaps over 

several months, drawing us very close. Though I think it 

bothered me more than him, my heart broke each day I brought 

him back to the boarding facility. I loved that dog more than 

anything and kept hoping we’d find him the perfect home.  

It seemed like forever, but Dodger finally got a break.  

Drew, a friend of a friend, was interested; Dodger would have 

the run of his house and yard. So after a crazy spring and 

summer of training and adoption events, Dodger finally found 

his forever home. I walked out the gate, crying just as hard as I 

had the day I met him, but this time they were tears of joy. 

Kelli Brown 

  



Preview of “Lost Souls: Found! Inspiring Stories About Pit 
Bulls.” http://happytailsbooks.com Not for reprint. ©2010 

 

11 
 

Lady Liberty 
 

 
 

 It wasn’t long after the tragic events of September 

11th, 2001, that I chased a basketball up the driveway of an 

abandoned home near my parents’ house while playing with 

some neighborhood kids. For two weeks no one had lived 

there, but when the ball bounced off the garage door a dog 

barked from inside the house. I walked over to the front 

window to peek in and, sure enough, there was a dog. 

Fortunately, the window had been left unlocked, so I opened it 
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and pulled out a terrified female Pit Bull. She was shivering and 

extremely skinny from obvious malnourishment.  

 It was then that I noticed she wasn't the only animal 

inside - there was also this tiny, malnourished calico kitten. 

How amazing that as hungry as the dog was, she stuck beside 

her friend the calico kitten; it seemed she would have died 

before eating her pal.  

 The dog’s name came quickly and naturally – freeing 

her from her “grave,” coupled with the nation’s (and my own) 

patriotism after September 11th – this dog was Freedom. I first 

gave her food and water, which she ate and drank in 

desperation. It saddened me that every time I would pet her 

gently on her head she immediately cowered to the ground as if 

expecting to get hit. The next day we visited the vet, who said 

other than needing to be “fattened back up,” Freedom was in 

surprisingly good condition. Shortly thereafter she came down 

with a horrific uterine infection, but $1,000 later she was as 

good as new.  

 I still have her today, my happy, lazy girl. The life of a 

couch potato, lounging around in air conditioning, suits her 

well. At about 12 years old now, she does have arthritis and 
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allergies, but she's living a life like a queen…just as she should 

be. Let Freedom ring. 

Eric Emminger 
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Pit Stop 
 

Lucky Charm: Shelly was lonely so we were fortunate to 
rescue Lucky. He makes Shelly a perkier dog and perpetually 
brings fun to our lives. In the beginning when the kids would 
cry, Lucky would howl along with them. Every time he would 
see us, he would run up and bark, "Hello." He prances around 
the yard as if he is the king of the castle, and his newest thing is 
to sit along the back of the couch like a cat. Lucky is the pot at 
the end of the rainbow and we are lucky he is part of the family. 
-Johnny and Christin Lockwood 
 

Wiggle, Waggle: Penny was wiggly and waggly - a very hyper 
dog with an awful habit of jumping on people. The first time I 
met her she jumped up to kiss me and almost knocked out my 
front teeth! We’ve nipped the jumping in the bud, and now 
Penny goes to work with me every day where she’s made so 
many new friends. People say, "Is that a Pit Bull?" and I always 
respond, "No, that's the best dog in the whole world." I know 
that the other "best dog in the whole world," my Riley, is up in 
Doggy Heaven smiling – I think she sent Penny to me because 
she knew how much we needed each other. -Vicki Castaneda 
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Bustered 
 

 

Let me introduce you to Buster, a seventy-pound lapdog 

with the attitude and personality of Scooby Doo. He loves to 

eat, runs from danger and will be your best friend for a few 

hugs and snacks. He was a puppy rescue from It’s the Pits in 

San Diego County and weighed a measly thirteen pounds. I 

wasn’t really looking to adopt that day, but Buster really picked 

us, my girlfriend Lisa (now wife) and son fell in love with him 

instantly, so what’s a guy to do?  
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 I have to admit Buster is a very smart dog, as most 

Bullies are. He has learned to sit, speak, lay down, shake, and 

even eat on command. I was impressed at how quickly he 

learned to do things, but there was one person he loved to mess 

with…Lisa. I swear, they have this funny, love-hate relationship 

thing going where they tease each other like crazy. 

 It was New Year’s Eve and we had friends over at our 

house celebrating, so we crated Buster in the bedroom. As 

midnight approached we decided to go out to get coffee before 

counting down the New Year. Lisa stopped in the bedroom to 

check on Buster and say goodbye. She gently teased and 

laughed at him since he is rarely crated when in the house. He 

just smiled back, content.   

Several hours passed, and with coffee cups emptied, we 

head back home. As we arrived, Lisa noticed the blinds moving 

in our bedroom window and, of course, we were curious to see 

what the commotion was. We opened the front door and made 

our way into the bedroom to see Buster, innocent inside his 

crate…with the room a total mess! Lisa had forgotten to lock 

the crate and Buster had wreaked havoc, now pretending that 

it had nothing to do with him. We were amazed at the chaos, 

but what caught our attention most was that he only destroyed 
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Lisa’s shoes. He ate two pairs of tennis shoes, one pair of heels, 

and one pair of flip-flops. In the end, Buster got the last laugh, 

and Lisa got new shoes. 

 What can I say, about these dogs? They are awesome 

when treated with love and respect. Despite his 

mischievousness, Buster is a great addition to our family and 

still messes with Lisa to this day. He always manages to find the 

one thing that drives her crazy, but in the end, they look out for 

each other. Buster is part of our family: when times are tough 

he is always there, when you want someone to listen he won’t 

talk back, and he is the first to lay in the middle of the kitchen 

floor so you can trip and drop your food for his enjoyment. 

Ahren Nunag 

 

  



Preview of “Lost Souls: Found! Inspiring Stories About Pit 
Bulls.” http://happytailsbooks.com Not for reprint. ©2010 

 

18 
 

The Special Bond 
 

 
 We have quite the rescued menagerie: three cats, two 

dogs, and a pot-bellied pig. Time and time again we’ve 

experienced the special bond that forms between rescued 

animals and their guardians – a different kind of love than what 

comes from an animal who was never really lost, abused, or 

neglected. So while bringing another dog into our lives would 

not fill the hole in our hearts left by the recent loss of our 15-

year-old Lab, we knew we wanted to share our love with 

another dog in need. 
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Turning to Linda Blair’s WorldHeart Foundation, we 

looked at and played with every beautiful dog at the rescue. We 

came very close to choosing a couple but, after almost an hour, 

Linda suddenly disappeared - returning momentarily with both 

a statement and a young dog. She said that after talking with us 

and getting what she thought was a pretty good feel, she 

determined we would be a perfect match with this little dog. 

The puppy appeared to have some significant neurologic 

deficits, but Linda assured us that the dog was as sweet as can 

be.    

  She opened her arms, and out popped this silly-looking, 

little Pitty - half stumbling, ears flopping from one side to the 

other and then crossing over the top of her forehead, and each 

eye looking in opposite directions. Every time she shook her 

head she would lose her balance and fall over.   

 We sat in an enclosed area where she ran around at full 

speed, every once in a while swiftly jumping up on our laps to 

lay her head on our shoulders and then, just as suddenly, taking 

off running again. That was all it took; we were in love.    

We brought her home, and as I sat down on the couch, 

she immediately jumped up to join me. Halfway across my lap 

she dropped, splayed across my legs and abruptly falling 
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asleep. I decided this was too good an opportunity to miss and 

promptly lay down for a nap as well. When I awoke, there was 

this silly-looking, cross-eyed, lop-eared dog lying next to me, 

her nose pressed into my neck, her head on my arm and her 

body tight up against me. We were both content.   

The name she came with was Rose, which was the name 

of one of my most favorite people - my Grandmother.  We weren't 

sure if the name completely fit our new dog, but we kept calling 

her Rose, Rosie, etc. as she acclimated to her new surroundings. 

Then one day I whispered her name and “Rosebud” just came out 

(yes, like in the movie Citizen Cane). It was in that instant that my 

wife and I looked at each other and decided it fit her best. 

Rosebud has been with us for about six months now, 

and she has truly blossomed. We love the way she interacts 

with our other dog, a Rottie named Stan. She struts around 

after him, watching everything he does, and with that she has 

lost a significant part of those neurological disorders (although 

she does still wobble when she shakes her head too 

vigorously). She now protects our home, romps in the yard, and 

plays on the first step of our pool.  
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Like with our other rescues, again the bond has formed, 

and again there is a special kind of love that can only be 

experienced by providing for one who was truly in need. 

Dr. Howard Maize 
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Pit Stop 
 

 
Turn the Radio Up: Among 

her many other wonderful 

traits, Juno is a goofball. She 

can enjoy an old hair 

scrunchie for days without 

getting bored, and I delight in 

seeing her play head-butts 

with my other pets, including 

the cats! Juno loves listening 

to any kind of music, and her new thing is to turn on the radio. 

Her play style mirrors the tempo of the song: if it’s got a fast 

beat, her play is very hyper; if it’s a slow tune, she lays her head 

on my lap or chews on a toy. She whines to the radio during 

pauses between songs, anxious to hear what’s coming on next. - 

Marva Burnette 
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About Happy Tails Books™ 

 

 

Happy Tails Books™ was created to help support animal 
rescue efforts by showcasing the love, happiness, and joy adopted 
dogs have to offer. With the help of animal rescue groups, stories 
are submitted by people who have adopted dogs, and then Happy 
Tails Books™ compiles them into breed-specific books. These 
books serve not only to entertain, but also to educate readers 
about dog adoption and the characteristics of each specific type of 
dog. Happy Tails Books™ donates a significant portion of proceeds 
back to the rescue groups who help gather stories for the books. 

 

Happy 
Tails 
Books™ 

 

  

To submit a story or learn about 
other books Happy Tails Books™ 
publishes, please visit our website 
at   http://happytailsbooks.com. 

 

http://happytailsbooks.com/�
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We’re Writing Books about ALL of Your  
Favorite Dogs! 

 

 

 
Find Them at Happytailsbooks.com! 

 
 

 

 
Make your dog famous! 

 
Do you have a great story about your adopted dog? We are 
looking for stories, poems, and even your dog’s favorite recipes 
to include on our website and in upcoming books! Please visit 
the website below for story guidelines and submission 
instructions!   http://happytailsbooks.com/submit.htm 
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